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Research topics: 

Virulence, transmission and immunological 
studies in fish. 
Expertise in viral agents of salmonids (Infectious 
Salmon Anemia virus (ISAV), Salmon Pancreatic 
Disease virus (SPDV), Infectious Pancreatic 
Necrosis virus (IPNV)), Viral Hemorrhagic 
Septicemia virus (VHSV), bacterial agents 
(Aeromonas salmonicida, Yersinia ruckerii, 
Renibacterium salmoninarum), parasitic agents 
(Leipeophtheirus salmonis, Paramoeba perurans). 
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Activities and services 
currently offered by the 
infrastructure/installation: 

Infection with pathogens requiring BSL2/3 
containment in a range of host fish species. 
Evaluation of treatments or vaccine efficacy in 
fish. Measure immune response and evaluate 
virulence. 

Description of the access to be 
provided under VetBioNet 
TNA call: 

The infrastructure is designed to handle any viral, 
bacterial or parasitic pathogens in any fresh- or 
sea-water fish host species.  Marine Scotland 
scientific staff will discuss with the successful 
applicant the objectives, timeline and logistic of 
the experiment. This will be done initially by 
email, phone and skype. Once this is agreed, the 
design will be established by Marine Scotland 
statistical team and validated by the Name vet, 
aquarium manager and the project license holder. 
The work schedule will be decided and staff from 
the applicant laboratory will travel to participate 
in the start of the experiment. Depending on the 
design, several visits from the applicant can be 
organized. Sampling will be carried out by Marine 
Scotland staff with possibility of the applicant 
participating. 
The data will be analysed by the applicant unless 
decided otherwise with marine Scotland staff. 



Animal species/pathogens 
that can be worked on in this 
infrastructure/installation: 

Teleost fish 
Viral agents: ISAV, VHSV, SPDV, EHNV, IPNV 
Bacterial agents: Yersinia, Aeromonas 
Parasitic agents: sea lice, AGD 

Travel and subsistence costs: Travel such as flight, airport transfer, transfer 
between hotel and Marine Laboratory, 
accommodation (Hotel or Bed and Breakfast in 
Aberdeen), subsistence (lunch, dinner) will be 
taken in charge by Marine Scotland’s VetBioNet 
TNA budget. 

Infrastructure/installation 
ethical rules: 

All work carried out must comply with the project 
license. This will be discussed with the applicant 
prior to formal application to make sure that the 
work can legally be carried out. 

 


